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he had given no such opinion; he strongly disapproved of the
change; but he added the advice to put duty before inclination
and remain at their posts. The Sea Lords thereupon agreed to
call it a misunderstanding and calm was restored to the
Admiralty.
It was no doubt about this fortunate conclusion that Fred
Oliver wrote to Carson (on the 6th January, 1918):
" Good ! Blessed are the peace-makers ! More at this particular
moment than ever before. I heard last night with joy that the
Admiralty had settled down and give you thanks for it as a
humble citizen."